THeica  Foeleh Þ —— 
From our Half Years Meet- 
ing in Dublin, the gth 
1 oth and 11th Days of 
the gth Month 1691. 


To all Friends in this Nation of. Ireland, or-' 


elſewhere, 


Dear Friends, TE 
WW E. being- met together” from ſeveral 
parts of the Nation according to our:, 
uſual manner, and the Lords bleſſed - Power 
and Preſence with us to our great comfort 
and * confirmation in_ our. Duty and. Services 
to him. Wa. =_ < 
We have had an acount of Friends from 
ſeveral parts of the Nation, and cannot be un- 
mindful of the Providential hand of God that 
hath ſo Wonderfully preſerved us in theſe 
times of great Cruelty and Calamity, and. 
hath given us our Lives for a prey : and opened 
a way for us to come together and enjoy. one 
anothers company, and the Lord in the mid'ſt 
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of us according to his Gracious Promiſe to our 
mutual comfort and great ſatisfaCtion. 

We have all cauſe in due Reverence, Dili- 
gence and Faithfulneſs, to ſerve the Lord 
with our lives whileſt we have them, to the 
utmoſt of our abilities, 

| We have account that Friends, which 
were droye from their Places by the general 
Calamities, many of them are returning a- 
gain to live in the Country: And Friends of 
Leinſter Province have taken care to ſupply 
the Neceſſities of poor Friends there; it's the 
defire of this Meeting, that Friends in all 
other Parts of the Nation do take the like 
care to ſupply the wants of the poor noiy in 
their Settlement. | 

We have alſo an account that Friends in 
moſt places do continue their Labour and 
Care for one anothers good, and that ther 
Service and Labour of love is acceptable. 

| And they are ſatisfied and comforted in it ; 
and that things are indifferent well concern- 
ing ſuperflueties in Apparel, Houſehold-ſtuff, 
Trading, and things relating to Goſpel Or- 
der, according to our tender advice given 
formerly in ſeveral Epiltles from our Halt 
years Meeting for the good of all. 

And we deſire that your Care and Labour 
with all diligence may continue, that all who 


profeſs the Holy Truth; their lives in all 
| things 


j 
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things may anſwer their Holy Profeſſion. 


And dear Friends, We being in a weighty 
Senſe, and Concern for the Lords Name, 
Truth, and Teſtimony, do defire that all 
Friends who Profeſs our unſpoted Religion, 
may keep clear of the ſpots-of the Werld in 
all their Commerce, Dealing and Concern: 
And thay all Friends be circumſpe& to keep 
their Word and Promiſes; and perform them 
. punctually at the time appointed, that their 
Yea any Nay may not be violated, but may 
ſtand Firm as at firſt, when the Lord called 
us to be a People; and let their words be 
few and favory, and not take liberty to mul- 
tiply unſavory Talk in their Concerns on any 
account, but know a Bridle, and their words 
ſeaſoned with Graceand keep to theplain Lan- 
guage, and train up their Chidren therein: 
And ſhun and avoid unneceſſary Company, 
leaſt any [thereby be drawn into Tempta- 
tions; and take heed of being overcome 
with Strong Drink or Tobacco, which many 
by cuſtom are brought into Bondage to the 


Creature zand the Mindcraves it, & is brought - 


under the Power of it, that ſhould be after the 
Lord, and ſhould uſe all his ,go0d Creatures 
to his Glory in their places, Uſes and ſervices 
for which they were created for Mans good, 
and Man to have Dominion over them and 
ſubdue them; and _o them to have dominion 
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ove Mans Mind or Body, but SanQtifie the Lord 
in your Minds, Bodies & Spirits, which are his. 

And let your moderation appear to all Men 
in plainneſs in your Drefles and Apparel, Men 
and Women both young and old, and notin 
coſtly Attire, fooliſh Dreſſes, and new Faſhi- 
ons. ruffling Periwiggs. needleſs Buttons, wide 
Skirts, and long flap ſleeved Coats, which ap- 

ars to anſwer the Faſhion rather then Service. 

And thatFriends keep up their former Tefti- 
mony againſt Strip'd and Flower'd Stufts, in 
Making, Selling or Wearing. 

And that Friends refrain from Decking, or 
adorning their Rooms with needleſs things, 
and their Kitchens with flouriſhing needleſs 
Pewter and Braſs, which the mind that goes 
from God into the world deſires and gets, and 
15 never ſetled nor ſatisfied. 

And that all Friends be careful that they in- 
volve not themſelves in the things of the world, 
which may prove as Tares, Briars and Thorns 
to entangle them and corrupt their minds, that 
they cannot ſerve the Lord in their Day as 
they ought todo, but conſider we brought no- 
thing into the World ,and we are ſure to take 
nothing out, and having Food and Rayment 
be content. by 

And that all Friends be careful and dill- 
gent to keep up their week Days Meetings for 
the Worſhip and Service of God: And that 

| all 
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all Heads of Families beexamples and further- 
ers of their Children and Servants in that Re- 
ligious Duty: And keep your Hour appointed 
for Meeting, which is both Orderſy, Com- 
mendable and Profitable : And if any be back= 
ward or negligent, let them be Admoniſhed. 
And thatall Friends may depart from Meet- 
ings in the Senſe of the Lords goodneſs, and 
Meditate therein; And not inimediatly aftera 
Godly Meeting fall into diſcourſe of Worldly 
things, which is too frequent, and ſeems to 
be the work of the Enemy that Picks out the 
good Seed that was ſowed in the Meeting. 
And in all your Men and Womens Met- 
ings, be Sollid and Grave; refrainall needleſs 
diſcourſe, neither ſpeak above one at a time; 
for if otherwiſe, it is neither edifying, nor an- 
{wers the ſervice of the Concerns before you. 
Andall young Men & others in Riding to, 
or going from Meetings,or other occaſions,re- 
frain Galloping and Ridingafter an ajery flurt- 
ing manner, but let your moderation and gra- 
vity appear in allthingsas lightsin the World, 
And Friends are deſired not to Travel upon 
firſt Daysabout their worldlyoccafions, where- 
by they are hindred from coming to Meetings 
to worſhip God, whichis unprofitable to them- 
ſelves and offenſive to others. 
And that all Friends keep to their antient 
Godly order relating to Marriages, and take 
A} heed 
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heed that Earthly ends prevail not to break 
it, but let the Lord and his Truth be minded 
and Preferred above all : Yet where Occaſion 
appears letParents on both ſides know the mind 
| of each other about Portions, to prevent 
difference or: Miſunderſtanding, before their 
Children make--any progreſs in that caſe of 
Marriage. And that all Children firſt acquaint 
their Parents, and have their Conſent and Ad- 
vice before they make their minds known one 
to: the other. - 

And We tenderly Adviſe all Friends, ac- 
cording to our former Teſtimony, that "they 
take not Leaſe; or meddle in that kind with 
Gleab Lands; -or Biſhops Lands, appertaining 
to their F undtion, {ome having been hurt 
thereby, 

And that all Friends that goes to ſettle on 
Farms In the Country, endeavour as much as 
in them lies, to ſettle as near together as they 
can; for the eaſeand benefit of Meetings, and 
Educating their Children in-the way of Truth, 
for by living and remote from Friends, many 
have ſuffer'd loſs, and found great Inconveni- 
cncy thereby. - 

And:that Friends ofevery Monthly Meeting 
have Books of Records, and keep a true Re- 
cord of Births, Marriages, Burials, Wills, and 
Inventories and give account of them all to 
the next Half years Meeting, PLS | 
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And we deſire that Friends of every Province 


Meeting according to thefirſt Inſtitution of our 


National Meeting, do appoint Six Friends 
of each Province, ſuch qualitied Men as can 
Anſwer the Service of the Meeting, and can 
give a Full and True Account of the State of 
Things in that Province, relating to Truth 
and Friends. 


Theſe things in particular We Recommend 


te your Godly Care, with whatſoever elſe you 
may ſee appear againſt the Truth, and to the 
hurt of Friends: Alſo all other Things that 
we have formerly Recommended to you in our 
Epiſtles may be performed to the Honour of 
God, and Good of all Friends. 

And that ſuch Faithful Friends take the 
Concern upon them, as may go in the Lords 
Wiſdom, and Authority of his Truth, which 
may anſwer Gods Witneſs in all Concern'd, 
and the Work they have in hand. And, That 
every Meeting give an Account to the next 
> age of their Proceedings 

ercin, 


Signed in behalf and by LE of the 
Meeting, by 


William Elmondſon. 
Abraham Fuller. 
Amos Strettel, 


